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Same Story — Another Audience 


(SEE PAGE 58) 


Bible Seal 


HE Society is fortu- 
d Bs this year in hav- 
ing two of America’s out- 
standing laymen sponsor 
the appeal contained in 
this year’s Bible. Seal 
campaign. 

Assistant Secretary of 
State Joseph C. Grew and Chancellor Arthur H. 
Compton of Washington University, St. Louis, 
have addressed strong messages to the nearly 
700,000 of their fellow Americans who will be in- 
cluded in this year’s mailings. 

Dr. Compton, prominent scientist and one of 
those principally concerned with the ‘““Manhattan 
Project,” writes: 

“Most highly valued of the sources of vision and 
courage that the world has found is the Bible. It 
tells in many ways a story that all can understand, 
of God’s justice and love and sympathy, and of how 
men can achieve godlike things when they work 
with their Heavenly Father. Here in the Bible is 
health and strength to the crushed and bewildered 
peoples of the earth; and for the victors humility, 
patience and good will. 

‘Bombs have stopped a tragic war. Internation- 
al agreements may prevent the early recurrence of 
a war of unparalleled destructiveness. But the last- 
ing peace the world is seeking can come only as 
men learn to live in the knowledge of the truths of 
the spirit. 

‘The responsibility lies heavy upon America to 
give to peoples throughout the world the oppor- 
tunity to find the good life that is the proper 
heritage of mankind.” 

In his message Mr. Grew, who was formerly 
United States Ambassador to Japan, writes: 

‘In looking ahead to the world of tomorrow, a 
major share of the responsibility for securing a real 
peace rests squarely upon our shoulders as the 
most powerful nation on earth. Indeed, the re- 
sponsibility of power is inescapable, and we, the 
American people, must not and will not be tried 
and found wanting. The tasks ahead of us are 
heavy, but they can and must be met. 

“To accomplish these tasks we ourselves must be 
possessed of wisdom, patience, willingness to sacri- 
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fice, and abundant good 
will. The crushed and 
bewildered people every- 
where must be restored 
to health—physical, 
mental and moral health. 
This is the first step as an 
insurance against future 
war. The hungry must be fed, for as long as hunger 
exists, real peace can never reign. here are two 
kinds of hunger, physical and spiritual. ‘The first 
can be met with bread. ‘The second requires a 
sheetanchor to which one can hold in the storm. 
Only a basic understanding and a firm grasp of the 
principles of Christianity and a knowledge of the 
laws of God can furnish that anchor. 

‘From every land where the blight of war has 
been felt there come pleas for the Christian Scrip- 
tures to aid in the search for that sheetanchor and 
a better way of life. Shall we withhold from those 
hungry souls the peace to be found in the Twenty- 
third Psalm and the firm support and _ helpful 
guidance of the Sermon on the Mount? 

‘Only American Christians can fill those needs 
now, for only America has the paper and the 
presses and the resources to provide the books. 

“For this new world of physical power into 
which we are entering we must offer to others the 
mainstay and discipline of the principles of Chris- 
tianity, or risk future terrible wars of destruction 
from which mankind may never recover. 

“A Christian may well feel that he can give to 
no more important cause than for the distribution 
of the Scriptures through the American Bible 
Society.” 

With the greatest opportunities now confront- 
ing it in all its history, the Society’s prayer is that 
the hearts of Christian Americans may be moved 
to provide the means by which the present chal- 
lenge may be fully met. Readers of the Record who 
have not received this year’s “Read the Bible— 
Share the Bible” seals and would like to make an 
additional gift in this way, will be sent one or more 
sheets upon request. The seals are designed to 
bring gifts of $1.00 per sheet. Address the Seal 
Department, AMERICAN BipLe Soctery, 45 Astor 
Place, New York 3, N. Y. 


Mr. Grew 


Vot. 91, No. 4 
Publication Office, 350 East 22d Street, Chicago 16, Il. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD, APRIL 1946 


c { Published monthly, except June and August. EDITORS: The S tari 
American Bible Society, Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22. Entered as second-class matter November 27 1943, at the p 


One Dotriar A YEAR 


Editorial and Executive Office: 
» 1943, at the post office at Chicago, Illinois, un- 


der the Act of March 3, 1879. Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in the Act of February 28, 1925, embodied in paragraph 4, Section 538, 


P. L. and R., authorized November 27, 1943. 


Bible Society Reread 


A JOURNAL DEDICATED TO THE WIDER DISTRIBUTION AND USE OF THE 
IOLA S GRIP LURES 


VOLUME 91 


APRIL: 1946 


NUMBER 4 


Christianity, or—? 


Ss WE look forward to what lies ahead of our 
harassed world, thoughtful people are becom- 
ing increasingly conscious that we must act quickly 
if we are to prevent the annihilation of civiliza- 
tion. Should such a thing happen, or anything re- 
motely approaching it, mankind’s future on this 
planet will be fraught with grim and terrible un- 
certainty. 

From many pens are coming warnings that now 
we can no longer fail to deal with mankind’s basic 
problem—man himself. They are reminding us 
that our technology has far outstripped our ca- 
pacity to use it wisely and for mankind’s own 
good. In essence they are saying that we must do 
two things simultaneously—one immediately; the 
other, beginning immediately but carrying on con- 
tinuously. 

First, we must have an effective world organiza- 
tion to which all the peoples of the earth will 
adhere. 

Second, we must address ourselves to mankind’s 
spiritual rehabilitation. As the editorial in Mortune 
Magazine for January 1946 says, “If we are to meet 
the challenge of atomic fission, we must cure the 
fission that exists in men’s minds and in their 
hearts. In this sense it appears that the problem is 
not mechanical, or even just political, but spiritual 
and personal.” 

If our world is close to what another writer calls 
‘“‘the great gulf—between our engineering and our 
ethics, between our knowledge and our ways of 
life,’ then the puny stream of our giving to make 
Christianity known and effective must be swollen 
into a mighty river. 

The principles of Christianity are contained in 
a Book—the Bible. Some important part of it has 
been put into the languages of nine tenths of the 
human race. But never yet have sufficient funds 
been supplied to insure its adequate distribution. 
In its entire 130 years of existence the American 
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Bible Society, the recognized agency of more than 
40 denominations, has yet to receive from all 
sources the equivalent of the cost of a single battle- 
ship like the U.S.S. Missourz. 

Having now spent our billions to secure military 
victory and a fresh chance to build a new order in 
which wars will be impossible, we will do well to 
spend some millions in spreading the Book con- 
taining the messages which alone will form the 
basis of that new order if it is to endure. 

For the circulating of the Bible in the languages 
of the people has been and will always remain the 
spearhead of the Christian movement. 

Now, to bring this down to a sharp focus, there 
comes an opportunity such as Christianity has 
never had before and, if it misses it now, may 
never have again. ‘That opportunity concerns the 
two great aggressor nations of World War II. 

In Japan the Emperor Hirohito has renounced 
his claim to divinity. That means simply that 
church and state are now effectively divorced. No 
longer need there be conflict between a Japanese’s 
feeling of patriotism and his religion. The way is 
clearly open for the Japanese people to receive 
Christianity as their religion without doing vio- 
lence to their sense of loyalty to their country. 

The repercussions of this event were felt imme- 
diately in Japan, as evidenced by a letter received 
shortly after by the American Bible Society. It 
came from Col. Ivan Bennett, Chief U. S. Army 
Chaplain in Japan, and reported a conference with 
Kagawa and other Japanese Christian leaders. 
They cite the immediate need of sending from this 
country (as the only possible source of supply) 
100,000 Japanese Bibles and 2,500,000 Japanese 
New Testaments. 

Such a request, if it is to be met, will involve an 
expenditure of at least $600,000. The American 
Bible Society, as the one agency in this country 
geared to such a task, has already placed orders. 
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for 1,000,000 New Testaments and is prepared to 
undertake the balance; but funds must be provid- 
ed. Here is a challenge America cannot afford to 
ignore. 

Much the same story can be told of Germany. 
Reports from chaplains received by the Society in- 
dicate a great receptivity on the part of the people, 
and an eagerness on the part of German pastors to 
get the books into the hands of the people as an 
essential part of their spiritual rehabilitation. The 
American Bible Society has already shipped 
48,000 Bibles, 923,000 Testaments and 1,741,000 
Gospels, and has on the press or scheduled for im- 
mediate printing an additional 390,000 Bibles, 
600,000 Testaments, 500,000 Gospels, and estimates 


the need of supplying an additional 450,000 Bi- 
bles, 1,250,000 Testaments and 500,000 Gospels 
before printing processes can be reestablished. 

These two urgent situations take into no account 
the valiant efforts which the Society is making to 
meet the needs of other war-ravaged areas in 
Europe and the Far East. 

It is within the power of Americans of good will 
to fill the world’s moral vacuum with the healing 
message of the Christian gospel. To fail to do so 
now may well mean disaster even within our own 
generation. 

Your gifts should be sent to the 

AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 


Bible-Hungry Japan 


A first-hand story from a Chaplain with our Occupation Forces stationed at Hiratsuka, which 
came to the editors unsolicited gust before Christmas, 1945 


BY GEORGE 8S. HIXSON 


OME WEEKS ago I received an invitation through 
S one of the Christian Japanese ministers to go to 
a somewhat rural community to speak to the 
students concerning Christianity. I consented to 
go, and prayed that the Lord would lead me as to 
what I should say to these young people who have 
been so disillusioned with the turn of events in 
government, society and religion here in Japan. 

When we arrived at the school building we 
found a most cordial welcome awaiting us. The 
principal had already told Rev. Mr. Fujita, the 
Christian minister who was to be my interpreter, 
that over a thousand students and _ interested 
citizens were waiting for my message in the hall. 
When we came into view of the audience we were 
convinced that the number was not exaggerated, 
for the auditorium was packed and hundreds were 
standing outdoors to listen through the open 
window. 

This was my first experience of speaking to a 
large Japanese congregation through an inter- 
preter. After a few remarks by Mr. Fujita, I was 
introduced, and with all my heart I gave them the 
message of God’s love, holding in my hand before 
them my Bible as I spoke. After the message was 
given I was invited to tea, and around the table 
were gathered teachers from not only that school 
but from other schools as well, the mayor of the 
village of over 8,000 population, as well as several 
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business men. They asked many questions, which 
I answered as best I could under such impromptu 
circumstances. After tea we were taken to the home 
of the richest man in the village, where we were 
given an American-style dinner with all the trim- 
mings. A number of the town’s leading citizens 
were among the guests. 

After dinner, for several hours we discussed 
various political, social and religious activities in 
the United States, Japan and the Allied nations. 
I presented autographed copies of the English New _ 
Testament, printed by the American Bible Society, 
as well as some other Christian literature. These 
were received with much gratitude. . 

Before we left the community the next morning — 
at ten o’clock, another invitation had been re- 
ceived to speak in another village some miles 
away. A few days later my assistant and I, along 
with our interpreter, Mr. Fujita, had the privilege 
of keeping that engagement. Much the same pro- 
gram had been arranged as on our first appoint- 
ment, with these additional inspiring facts: some 
of the people who had heard the message on our — 
first trip had made the journey to the second place, 
bringing their New Testaments which I had pre- 
sented to them, and impatiently stood by until 
they had the opportunity to tell me that they had 
been reading them as well as other Christian books; 
their questions were primarily concerning the 
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Word of God and its application in everyday life— 
socially, politically, educationally, and, most of all, 
individually. 

Just before leaving for camp the leading physi- 
cian of the village of approximately fifteen to 
twenty thousand people asked me if I would not 
come back regularly and conduct a Bible class, so 
that the people might learn more of the Word of 
God. You can well realize what must have gone 
through my heart’and mind, with such a request 
coming immediately after speaking to more than 
nine hundred young men between the ages of 
thirteen and twenty-five, and hundreds of other 
leading citizens and teachers of the village and 
surrounding communities. But since my Army 
duties have to come first, I could not promise any 
future engagement, but am praying that the Lord 
may make it possible for me to return at least once 
more before returning to the States. 

I am quite sure that many people in the States 
are prejudiced against the Japanese people, just as 
many are against the Germans. But in Christ 
there are no barriers. I am convinced that the 
greatest need of not only Japan, but of the whole 
world, is Christ and His gospel. The international 
troubles and problems would vanish over night if 
every nation would sincerely adopt the Christian 


philosophy of life and practice for its people, in- 
dividually and collectively. 

The door is now open to the Gospel of Christ 
here in Japan as never before. ‘“‘We must” is the 
only slogan we can adopt.in furnishing the message 
of God’s love to these people. All who wish to give 
a gift which shall have eternal results, send a por- 
tion of your tithe and love-offering to the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, New York, or to any 
other Bible publishing company, asking them to 
use the money to print Bibles and Scripture por- 
tions in the Japanese language, to be sent as quick- 
ly as possible to these spiritually hungry people. If 
I only had the New Testaments to present, I could 
use several thousand within a very short time, put- 
ting them into the hands of Japanese young people 
who today are willing to sit for hours with any 
English-Japanese dictionary and translate a New 
Testament which is printed in English. Such mani- 
fested interest for spiritual food should put to 
shame those who have the precious Bible and who 
can read it easily, but who are so neglectful and 
careless. Likewise such interest on their parts 
should spur us on to get the message of salvation 
out to those who hunger and thirst for righteous- 
ness, . . . that message which sets men free from 
the bondage of sin and death. 


An audience like this, meeting under Bible Society auspices, was unusual when it was taken in 
1938. Today the Bible draws crowds in many places in Japan 
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Bumps and Jolts on the Translator’s Road-II 


The missionary who undertakes to reduce a language to writing and to translate the Scriptures for a 
people to whom written speech is new, 1s undertaking one of the most difficult tasks in 
the world. He is handling the very souls of his fellowmen. The first 
installment of this story appeared in the March issue 
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HE Bible translator is a hunter of words. And 
yet, he must be a very careful hunter. ‘The first 
and most easily obtainable word may be quite dis- 
astrous to the translation. For example, in one of 
the tribes of West Africa the translator inquired 
for the word for ‘Devil.” He was immediately 
given the word Satane, a form of the name Satan, 
borrowed by the people from Arabic. ‘This seemed 
at first very suitable but no term, however obvious, 
must go unchallenged. The result of inquiry. re- 
vealed that this supernatural Satane did have some 
bad characteristics, for he continually contrived to 
cheat people; but his mischievous qualities were 
actually quite secondary, for in terms of the partic- 
ular pagan system Satane was the principal deity of 
the world and interceded with the Supreme Being 
to give earthly benefits to men! Apparently, the 
Supreme Being was too far removed from the earth 
to be particularly bothered about purely mundane 
problems. The use of Satane in the translation 
would only have added confusion to the mission- 
ary’s attempt to explain the meaning of the Bible. 
As people accustomed to many terms and ex- 
pressions of Biblical origin, we seldom think of the 
difficulties encountered in rendering some of these 
idioms into aboriginal languages. In one of the 
languages of Africa the literal rendering of ‘“‘sons 
of the bridechamber,” Mark 2:19, meant ‘the sons 
of the house of the man who marries the woman.’ 
This of course actually designated the man’s 
children by his other wives, for in a tribe where 
polygamy was the common practice no other in- 
terpretation would be understood. The translator 
was obliged to employ ‘friends of the bridegroom,’ 
in accordance with the note in the American 
Revised Version. 

Some literal translations are almost ludicrous. 
For example, in the Eastern Aztec a literal trans- 
lation of ‘tasting death,’ Mark 9:1, would signify 
little more than ‘chewing on a corpse.’ The trans- 
lator must find some native equivalent for the 
Biblical idiom, for the literal translation gives quite 
the wrong meaning. 

A Yipounou informant insisted that the mission- 
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ary translator change the idiom in Matthew 8:9, 
in which the centurion declares that he has soldiers 
“under him. This is inconceivable in the Yipounou 
idiom; for, ‘‘How could a captain have soldiers 
under him? How big a man was he?” the people 
inquired, since among the Yipounou people of West 
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Tzeltal family listening to a Gospel record in their language 


Africa the captain ‘goes ahead’ of his soldiers 
and they in turn are ‘behind’ him. Hence the 
translation in Yipounou reads, ‘I have soldiers 
behind me.’ 

The translator of Mark in Totonac attempted to 
render verse 7:33 literally: ‘che took him aside.” 
The readers seemed puzzled and asked, ‘“‘Was this 
just a baby?” The difficulty proved to be that in 
the ‘Totonac language only children can be ‘taken 
aside.’ Since undoubtedly the deaf person with 
speech impediment was mature, the Totonac must 
read ‘he went aside together with him.’ 

Some literal translations of the Bible text have 
very specialized meanings in certain aborginal 
languages. For example, in Cuicatec the expression 
“will of the flesh” actually denotes a prostitute. In 
this instance the translator must employ ‘will of the 
body’ in order to avoid a wrong interpretation. 

Such examples of special problems which the 
translator encounters could be multiplied almost 
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indefinitely. These should be sufficient, however, 
to point out some of the very important difficulties 
with which the translator is constantly confronted 
in his search, not only for words, but for the pre- 
cise words for the particular context. 

There is not only a negative side to the transla- 
tor’s quest for words, but also a positive one. The 
translator must not only avoid the frequent mis- 
takes of literal renderings, but he must discover 
the native idioms in order that the translation may 
truly represent the language of the people. ““They 
gnashed on him with their teeth,’? Acts 7:54, 
sometimes remains a strictly foreign expression, 
and scarcely understandable until the native form 
of such an expression can be found; as, for ex- 
ample, “They chewed their teeth, when they 
thought of him.’ ‘‘To deal craftily,’? Acts 7:19, is 
rendered in Ecuadorean Quechua as ‘treated them 
as a wolf would.’ This is the standard form for such 
an expression in this dialect of Quechua. In fact, 
there is no other adequate way of rendering the 
meaning of the original text. 

In some instances the native idiom appears 
slightly strange at first, and yet a little further in- 
vestigation of some usage reveals that the expres- 
sion is quite admissible. For example, in the 
Cuicatec the word chosen for ‘worship’ also desig- 
nates the action of a dog wagging its tail. When 
this stem occurs with a suffix denoting a human 
agent, the meaning is ‘worship.’ When a suffix de- 
noting an animal agent is employed, the meaning 
is ‘tail-wagging.’ In terms of our own some- 
‘times sophisticated and perhaps obscure 
understanding of worship, this Cuicatec 
expression may appear entirely unworthy. 
But in the Cuicatec there is no other term; 
and furthermore, the relationship of dog to 
master is not an unthinkable simile for 
our relationship to the heavenly Father. 

One should not think that aboriginal 
languages are deficient in figures of speech. 
Not the following Chol expressions which 
contain the word ‘heart’: 

Literal translation of the 

Chol: 
To lose one’s heart 


Meaning in English: 


To experience in- 
tense fear or joy 
To be stuck in one’s 


heart To be sad 
To enlarge one’s heart ‘To experience 
pleasure 


To fix one’s heart on 
something 

To have a heart 

To have a quiet heart 

To make one’s heart 


To have faith 
To be intelligent 
To be at peace 
To worry 
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In the Chinantec language the English word 
grace is generally translated ‘bigheartedness.’ 

The translator frequently finds that the native 
language, instead of being poverty-striken in ve- 
cabulary, is almost unbelievably rich in metaphori- 
cal treasures. Of one thing we can be certain—the 
failure to make an adequate translation into an 
aboriginal language is not primarily the fault of the 
language, but of the translator. 

The translator’s problems are by no means re- 
stricted to words and their meanings. Some of the 
most important and frequently overlooked matters 
involve the grammatical structure of languages. 
For example, in the Mazatec there are no nouns 
to correspond to the English nouns ‘food,’ ‘life,’ 
‘love,’ ‘lust,’ ‘baptism’ and ‘repentance.’ All ex- 
pressions which contain these nouns must be 
changed into verb constructions. One cannot 
speak of ‘God’s love’ in Mazatec, but rather one 
must always distinguish whether, for example, the 
context denotes that ‘man loves God’ or that ‘God 
loves man.’ 

The task of producing a translation into some 
aboriginal language is not an easy one. Coming to 
live among a people of whose language one does 
not understand a single word may be almost as un- 
nerving as the thought of being the entrée of a can- 
nibal feast. There are strange sounds to master, 


The chart below is taken from Translation, published by The 
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the world needs. 
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sometimes long, involved words to analyze. In fact, 
some languages can construct as many as 50,000 
different verb forms employing a single stem. ‘The 
syntax is usually so different from English or any 
other language the missionary has studied that he 
must laboriously analyze scores of pages of native 
stories and legends which he has carefully written 
down. For only in this way can he come to speak 
and write the language in anything like a natural 
manner. 

Even the mechanics of translation is almost in- 
superable. The laborious writing-out of the trans- 
lation, the numerous checks with various infor- 
mants and native leaders of the church, the typing 
and proofreading of the manuscripts—these are 
not easy tasks, for accuracy is so imperative. Con- 
sider a typographical error in one manuscript, in 
which the substitution of an z for a uv made the 
passage read that Mary wiped Jesus’ ‘ears’ with 
her hair. 

In the processes of revision of a translation the 
American Bible Society attempts to contribute 


special helps by way of certain checks, which the 
translator may employ to insure greater accu- 
racy in the translation. The Versions Secretary 
also consults with the translators in the many 


technical problems which constantly arise 
in the final redaction of a manuscript before 
printing. 


The enormous expenditure of effort, the long 
hours at the translator’s desk, the laborious check- 
ing and rechecking to insure accuracy, the physi- 
cal hardships of unhealthy environments—all 
these exact an incalculable toll of human energy. 
But such sacrifice constitutes the payment of a 
debt, in transmitting to the world the supreme 
heritage which is ours in the possession of the Word 
of God. The task of bringing the Bible to the peo- 
ples of the world is not, however, completed. There 
are approximately 1,000 more languages in which 
there is yet to be published one word of God’s 
revelation to mankind. For the final accomplish- 
ment of this.task the Bible Societies must and will 


continue to assist. -~a 


The Bible in the Greek Wars 


A story that can now be told of dogged persistence against overwhelming odds—and of 
the dawning of a new day 


BY F. LYMAN 


HE STORY of the Bible Society in Greece during 

the years of war and enemy occupation is very 
much the story of Greece herself. It is a story of 
courage, of need and makeshift and of hope de- 
ferred, but still of keeping on indomitably. 

The year of fate 1940 found the Agency already 
rather short of Greek Scriptures, all of which have 
to be imported from abroad. In October came the 
sudden Italian attack on Greece, followed by the 
German invasion a few months later. On the day 
of the official German entry into Athens the 
people stayed at home, but the evening radio 
ordered them to reopen their shops next morning 
and to continue trading at their old prices. 
Wondering what would happen in a German 
world to the Agent of a British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society, Mr. George Kladis, our Subagent for 
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Greece, unlocked the depot and sat down to find 
out. But nothing extraordinary happened. After 
some wecks a German officer made inquiries as to 


whether the Society owned property which should — 
be sequestered, but he did not seize the stock or — 


prevent its continued sale. Contrary to the advice 
of his friends Mr. Kladis even retained the English 
sign, “Bible Society,’’ over the door, in the hope 
that this might attract German or Italian soldiers, 
to whom the Greek sign would be meaningless. 
But the military gave him very little custom. With 
one or two Mr. Kladis tried to hold Christian con- 
versation with such few German words as he could 
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‘¢ . . : : 
muster. ‘‘Our Christ is Hitler,’ answered one of — 


these men in soldierly fashion, and went out. It 
was not encouraging. 


The food situation deteriorated rapidly, so that 
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the winter and spring of 1941-42 were the worst 
period of the occupation. Shops opened only dur- 
ing the morning, and all who could slept through 
the afternoons to conserve energy. People hated to 
make unnecessary movements, for they knew that 
every movement increased their hunger. Deaths 
became numerous. 

One morning in January 1942 the depot was 
searched by an Italian officer. In leaving he took 
with him a copy of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society’s 1939 popular report, ‘‘Everyman’s Book.” 
Mr. Kladis was ordered to appear at police head- 
quarters, and there he was shown the pictures of 
British soldiers and sailors and of King George VI, 
together with an article unfavorable to Nazism, all 
contained in this popular report. He was accused 
of carrying on anti-Nazi propaganda and the depot 
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Greek War Relief Association 


The children of Greece need the Bible 


was ordered closed until further orders. Then he 
was put in a truck and taken to the basement of 
the Averoff prison, which he shared with some 
scores of other prisoners like himself. One of the 
latter shared his blanket with Mr. Kladis until a 
message, smuggled out in an empty dinner pail, 
brought him his own blanket and regular food 
from home. After a month he was handcuffed to 
another prisoner and taken: by truck to the prison 
camp at Larissa in central Greece. He arrived 
somewhat ill and was admitted directly to the 
prison infirmary, after which he was permitted to 
join some officers who ran their own mess. ‘Thus 
instead of starving to death, as he had feared when 
he set out, he found himself in relative plenty, and 
even this was supplemented by occasional supplies 
sent him by friends in Larissa. He received consi- 
derate treatment throughout and after four months 
was released in May 1942. 

~ On his return to Athens he found the depot still 
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closed. It was a time when many were selling their 
household furniture and utensils in order to buy 
bread, and Mr. Kladis decided to reopen the depot 
as a sort of second-hand and exchange market. 
The Scriptures still remained on the shelves and 
were available for customers. But the last Greek 
Bible had been sold about the time of the German 
entry and the last Greek New Testament went out 
about a year later. An American bought out the 
entire stock of English Scriptures for distribu- 
tion to British prisoners of war. “‘Mary Jones,” of 
which a large edition in Greek had been printed 
locally shortly before the war, became the chief 
standby. ‘The second-hand business failed after a 
couple of months but the depot remained open. 

And then—waiting and waiting, and the sick 
heart of hope deferred. No Scriptures, no funds, no 
food parcels reached Mr. Kladis from outside. 
After Rommel’s defeat in North Africa the Allies 
were daily expected. Perhaps the biggest disap- 
pointment of all was when they failed to arrive 
after the landings in Italy. It was October 1944 be- 
fore they appeared, and at this stage Greek war- 
time currency collapsed finally and completely. 
Little Gospel portions sold for as much as a 
hundred billion drachmas each! In November a 
new government brought in a new drachma, and 
the long road to recovery seemed to lie straight 
ahead. ‘Then came the Communist rebellion of 
December 1944, for the citizens of Athens the 
bitterest and most horrible episode of the whole 
war. 

At the time of writing, twelve long months have 
passed since that dark page was closed. With the 
great help of the United Nations the pulse of 
Greek industry and commerce is again beginning 
to beat. But only the tiniest trickle of Scriptures, 
sent in postal parcels, has as yet reached the depot. 
Meanwhile our one show window, which had 
survived the bombs and grenades of the rebellion, 
fell an untimely victim to a joyous bullet on V-E 
day, so that our lowered shutter looks like a patch 
worn over a sightless eye. But glass is promised 
soon, and in the customs house are thirteen cases 
of Scriptures containing a goodly proportion of 
Greek. So will the Society have a solid and com- 
forting answer to its many Greek friends who, not 
knowing the obstacles to be overcome, have been 
bewildered and disheartened by this apparent 
neglect of their spiritual needs at a time when their 
country stood most in need of moral stabilization. 
And it is clear that, for the time being, compared 
with the Society’s available resources, there is no 
limit to the Scriptures which Greece is prepared 
to buy and use. 


Sy 


The Bible as a Creator of Civilization 
KENNETH SCOT LALCOWRE le 


IVILIZATION is deeply indebted to the Bible. 

This is true not only of Western civilization, 
of which that of the United States is a part, but 
also of several other cultures. ‘To present all the 
evidence for this statement would require a book 
and not an editorial. Here we can give only a few 
instances. ‘hese must be chosen somewhat at 
random and put down without effort at logical 
order or appraisal of their relative significance. 

Consider first of all that basic social institution, 
the family. It is into the family that we are born 
and in it, in one way or another, we spend all our 
lives. Marriage, by which the family is initiated, 
is normally a Christian sacrament. While millions 
enter upon it through a civil ceremony, in the Oc- 
cident its standards have been regulated by the 
Bible. Much of the phraseology in the usual reli- 
gious service is from the Bible or refers to the Bible. 
The ideals which govern marriage and the rela- 
tions between husband and wife are mainly from 
the New Testament. In non-occidental lands, 
Christians, although usually minorities, total mil- 
lions. Among them the Christian family, based 
upon the Scriptures, helps to mark them off from 
non-Christians. 

Another fundamental institution is the state. In 
countless ways occidental governments are de- 
pendent on the Bible. It is no accident that the 
President of the United States takes upon the Bible 
the oath which inducts him into his high office. We 
recall how some of the utterances of our Presidents 
which have sunk most deeply into the American 
mind, among them Lincoln’s Second Inaugural 
Address, are steeped both in the spirit and the 
actual language of the Bible. 

Without a knowledge of the Bible no one can 
understand the art, the literature or the music of 
the Occident. The paintings and sculptures of such 
masters as Leonardo da Vinci, Michel Angelo and 
Raphael are largely on Biblical themes. Dante and 
Milton are saturated with the Bible, and the semi- 
secular Shakespeare uses it directly or indirectly. 
Even in our age, ““The Robe,” a book founded up- 
on the central theme of the Bible, becomes a best 
seller. ‘This is not because of its literary excellence 
but because it employs the ancient Biblical theme 
in a new and fresh way. The musical world would 
be infinitely poorer without “The Messiah,” with 
its words so largely taken bodily from the Bible. 
The age-long popularity of Christmas carols, sig- 
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nificantly revived in this country in recent years, 
is witness to the appeal of the New Testament 
story and the fashion in which it has built itself 
into American life. 

In philanthropy the Good Samaritan, taken 
from our Lord’s parable as recorded in the Bible, 
has become the inspiration of hospitals and other 
works of mercy. The Red Cross, through its sym- 
bol, is evidence of the power of the Bible in the 
birth of that organization for the relief of suffering. 

We have been reminded repeatedly in the pages ~ 
of this journal of the more than a thousand 
tongues into which the Bible has been translated. 
We do well to remember as well that many, 
probably a majority of these tongues, were first re- 
duced to writing for the express purpose of putting 
the Scriptures into the language of every day. 

The influence of the Bible has reached far out- 
side those who profess and call themselves Chris- 
tians. The Koran, and so the entire Moslem 
world, contains much of Biblical reference, al- 
though in distorted form. In our own day Gandhi, 
while frankly not a Christian, has found in the 
story of the Cross, as recorded in the New Testa- 
ment, inspiration which has sustained him in his 
fasts. Through him the Bible has placed its impress 
upon all India. 

Had the Bible never been written, civilization 
would have been infinitely the poorer. 


The Cover Picture 


Another heading for this month’s cover picture might 
be, “The Bible and Reconversion.” It portrays so 
graphically just what needs to be done by our returning 
service men who, at the front, have discovered the 
power of the Bible. In our picture ex-Marine Sgt. Mike 
Maida of Syracuse, New York is telling the story of 
Christmas again—this time to his group at the Boys’ 
Club, to “teach the kids what’s right, so they won’t 
make the same mistakes we did.” Better known on 
Wallace Island in the Pacific as “King Michael,” Set. 
Maida started his Bible-teaching career amidst the 
bitter fighting of the early Pacific war. With pidgin 
English and gestures as his medium he related the simple 
story of the nativity of Christ to the Pacific natives, 
and was crowned their “‘king”’—a role he played along 
with his assignment as a fighting Marine sergeant. Now, 
as junior Boys’ Club director, Mike finds another re- 
ceptive audience in David and George Singleton, James 
Messina, Nick Seali, James Armstrong, Tony Saya, 
Louis Capparello, Vincent Rao and Ralph Trotman. 
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Philippine Diary 


Excerpts from letters from the Society’s Secretary in Manila that convey the thrill of the opening 
doors through which the Scriptures are again beginning to flow into the 


loves of liberated men and nations 


BY W. H. 
Manila, November 21, 1945 


‘““We are very happy over the way sales are go- 
_ ing. We have not yet sent out any announcements 
as to the things we have, but we will soon be out of 
stock again in all but our small Bible. The only 
English we have is what came on the S$.S. Courser. 
The larger Bibles in both sizes are all gone, and 
about 300 of the small ones. Mr. Go has sold all 
the Chinese Portions, 1,000 in all, received in that 
shipment. Mr. Laganzad, who sold so many Eng- 
lish Scriptures here in Manila before the war, says 
that he just takes a few unwrapped Bibles under 
his arm and goes out on the street, and in a few 
minutes some one hails him and asks if those are 
Bibles—and ina few more minutes they are all gone. 
As I suggested in a former letter, we are in doubt 
as to what to do about ordering, since there are so 
many on the way. However, I think I will send an 
order by radio soon.”’ 


Manila, December 12, 1945 


‘‘T am glad to report that we received today, de- 
livered by the Luzon Brokerage, complete ship- 
ment of Filipino language Portions. It is the ship- 
ment dated October 24. We have not opened all 
the cases to check them, but we received all 
twenty-three of them and they are all in good 
order. Two or three had been opened by customs 
officials in the presence of the brokerage and I am 
sure there was no loss. We have had a great de- 
mand for anything in the Filipino languages and 
I know that these are going to be very welcome. 
You gave us the liberty of deciding whether these 
should be distributed free of charge or whether we 
should sell them. Under the circumstances, we 
have decided that it will be best to make this free 
distribution. 

‘Here in the Philippines, around Christmas 
time children and even older people go around 
from house to house singing or playing musical in- 
struments, and the people in the houses give them 
small gifts of candy, cookies or sometimes pennies. 
In previous years, you may recall, we used to put 
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out special Christmas editions of Portions by sim- 
ply adding an attractive Christmas cover on what- 
ever Portions the people ordered. We believe this 
year that these Portions can be used in that way. 
The Christmas season here continues through 
January 6, which is Three Kings’ Day; so that 
gives us a little more time.” 


Manila, December 19, 1945 


The Filipino language Portions are going out 
very fast. They seem to be very welcome indeed. 
The people would have paid for them at the usual 


The Manila Bible House was bombed—but 90 per cent of 
the precious Bible plates in the basement were saved 


price or maybe even more, but many who will get 
these now would not have received them, had they 
been sold. Doing it this way, the little volumes will 
get out to all parts of the country and to most of the 
homes in the villages and towns where there is any 
work of the churches at all. We are making a 
special effort to get them out to the distant places, 
although that is rather difficult. There are several 
large camps close by, where most of the men are 
nationals, and we are getting many to them. 
They come from all parts of the Islands, which 
means that we can use all of the languages we 
have. 


DNS, 


The Door to Siam Swings Open 


The first letter to come direct from Bangkok is here translated by the Agency Secretary, now on 
furlough in this country, with a few added reflections 


BY ROBERT O. FRANKLIN 


WAS ELATED to receive from my beloved asso- 

ciate in Bangkok, Rev. Boon Mark Gittasan, to 
whom the affairs of the Society in Siam were ‘com- 
mitted during the war, the following letter full of 
courage and good cheer. 


Bible House, 150 Sathorn Road, Bangkok, Siam. 


Dear Mr. Franklin, one whom we love: 


From the time you went away from us we have 
wondered when the war would be over and when you 
would be coming back to us. God has been very good 
to us during the war and now we hope you will be 
coming back quickly. 


ce 


The Bible House in Bangkok still stands 


You will want to know at once about the Bible So- 
ciety home on Sathorn Road. I am glad to report that, 
though the outside of the building was rather badly 
damaged by bombs, all the things inside are quite safe. 
Praise the Lord! Since the bombs quit falling I have 
had the outside of the building pretty well repaired and 
I know you will be glad to see how well it looks. Most 
of the fence between the Bible House and the German 
Legation is very, very badly damaged and I have not 
done anything to it. 

You will be sorry to learn about the Rev. Choreorn 
Sakoongan. He was making a trip by steamer from 
Bangkok to Choompon when his steamer was struck 
by a torpedo from an American submarine and he went 
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down with the boat. Mr. Sakoongan was one of the 
ablest men in all Siam, and for three years before the 
war he had done very valuable work in the translation 
and the revision of the Old Testament. His place on 
our translation and revision committee will be hard 
to fill. 

The Bible Society needs you here very much. I am 
doing the best I can but it is very little, for we now have 
nothing to work with. If you can tell me anything I can 
do I shall be very glad to do it. 

You will be interested in knowing that during the 
war there was not a single person killed by bombs 
among those who had remained true to Christ. We just 
cannot praise the Lord enough for His goodness to us. 

As Moderator of the General Assembly I have visited 
practically every church in Siam every year during the 
war. In most places the work of the Lord has made 
progress. More money has been given by the church 
members for the support of the Gospel than ever before. 
In many places property was destroyed, and in others 
Christians were not allowed to come together for reli- 
gious services. Every one had less money than before 
the war, but they gave; and by their giving those who 
were strong were able to help those who were weak. It 
is interesting to note that where there were the most 
bombings the Christians remained most faithful. In one 
city where not a single bomb fell the church has prac- 
tically closed its doors and next to nothing is being 
done to advance the cause of Christ, all the former 
leaders of the church having fallen away. 

We are all praying for you, and, now that the war 
is over, may you be sent quickly back to us, that we 
may work together and worship together, and may 
God’s richest blessings be upon all of us! 


Since the letter speaks specifically of the things 
inside the building not having been damaged, our 
hopes have been raised as to the safety of the Bible 
plates left in the building, also the Society’s library 
and any supply of Siamese Scriptures that may yet 
remain undistributed. It will be a glad day when 
I am back on the field and the work of Scripture 
distribution is once again set in motion. All the 
impressions that have come from the field are to 
the effect that the Christian body is as ready and 
anxious for a great onward march together with 
the missionaries, as it has never been before. 
Even so may it be! 
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MEMBERS’ FORUM 


[Annual membership in the Society is secured through 
a gift of $5 or more for the carrying on of its work. 
The Society also provides for Life Membership, Life 
Directorship and Memorial Membership. Particulars 
will be sent on request. The editors welcome corre- 
spondence from members and devote this page ineach 
issue to that purpose] 


Bible Reading Calendar 


O MANY friends have written their appreciation of 
the new Bible Reading Calendar. A few responses 
are reproduced here. We are sorry that there are no more 


Calendars for 1946 available. 


From Oakland, Illinois: 


Please send me 10 of your calendars. They are lovely 
gifts for my Sunday-school class. ‘The ten promised to 
read the daily readings from Thanksgiving until Christ- 
mas and I am in hopes that if they have the calendars 
they will keep it up through the year. 


From Hopewell, N. J.: 


‘**Please send me 50 calendars. . . . I was so pleased 
with the one I received that I am securing one for each 


member of our Home Dept.” 


From Des Moines, Iowa: 


‘Sincere thanks for the calendar and Bible Reading 
bookmark. . . . They are greatly appreciated and think 
both will be very useful. The calendar was especially 
fine, and one of the best I have seen.” 


From Beaumont General Hospital, El Paso, Texas: 


“Will you please send me 5 of your calendars for 
1946? I want to send them to my family for our use in 
worship this coming year. I am a patient in the hospital 
here, and it helps a great deal to be able to worship in 
common with my loved ones.” 


From Houston, Texas: 


“Send us, please, 25 copies of your 1946 Bible Read- 
ing Calendar. We note the price is 10c a copy. We want 
to commend you for putting out a Bible Reading Cal- 
endar, and we are sure the one for 1946 will be helpful 
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to all who possess it and use it. Also we believe a great 
power will be generated for the good of the world by the 
reading of the Bible as outlined.” 


From Elmira Heights, New York: 


“For the enclosed $1.00 please send me 10 of your 
lovely calendars. These I give away each year to close 
friends in place of Christmas cards and they make a 
splendid gift.” 


From Bloomington, Indiana: 


“TI have greatly enjoyed your calendar of Daily Bible 
reading; carried it through all last year according to 
strict calendar dictation. Also received one of your 
calendars for this year and hope to do the same as last 
year. I feel very thankful to you for them. I enjoy read- 
ing Bzble Society Record. In the January Record the 
interpretation of King James Version was very interest- 
ing. I appreciate your kindness for sending it to me. I 
have others read it also. 

“Hope this small contribution will reach you safely.” 


From Tulsa, Oklahoma, comes this suggestion: 


“You might send me the booklet on Annuities No. 
62 BS entitled ‘A Gift that Lives.’ 

“Find enclosed $2.00 in postal money order for 40 
copies of the New Testament to be passed out to any 
groups of people who have no copies of the Bible and 
who are really anxious to get a copy. 

“T still think if in your pamphlet Bzble Society 
Record you would mention that the’ average of the 
American people was only %c per individual for do- 
nation toward Bible distribution and the people of Eng- 
land’s, 2c, many would do like I am, trying to raise 
the ratio. 

“Or they might give a copy of the Bible or New Test- 
ament for every year of their life which would certainly 
bring up the average.” 


A Christmas Gift 


A letter dated December 25, 1945, reads as follows: 

“Enclosed is $2.50. Would you see that it is properly 
handled for Bibles for Japan? 

*T am 16 and feel that this is the best gift I could get 
or give this Christmas. I hope it will be enough to buy 
a whole Bible and will go to some Japanese boy my 
own age.” 
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Daily Bible Readings 
for April 


For those who have no other aids for 
daily Bible reading, the Society has 
again as last year provided a bookmark 
listing readings for each day of 1946. 
Copies will be supplied to those who 
need them as long as the supply lasts. 
(Write to Department “U”.) The read- 
ings will appear in this place in the 
Bible Society Record each month. 
Those for April follow: 


APRIL 
Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapter 
1 John 1:1-51 19 John 19:1-42 
2 John 2:1-3:36 Good Friday 
3) John 4:1-54 20 Isaiah 40:1-14; 
4 John 5:1-47 53:1-12 
5 John 6:1-51 21. John 20:1-31 
6 John 6:52-7:39 Easter 
7 John 7:40-8:59 Sunday 
8 Jobn 9:1-41 22 John 21:1-25 
9 John 10:1-42 23 Isaiah 55:1-56:8 
10 John 11:1-57 24 Isaiah 61:1-62:12 
11. John 12:1-43 25 Psalms 90, 91 
12 John 12:44-13:30 26 Psalms 95-98 
13. John 13:31-14:31 27 Psalms 100-103 
14 Isaiah 9:1-7 Palm 28 Psalms 119:1-16, 
Sunday 97-105, 
Psalms 24:7-10 129-135 
15 John 15:1-27 29 Psalms 121, 122, 
16 John 16:1-33 123, 124 
1a ohn. 17:1-26 30 Psalms 143, 144 
18 John 18:1-40 


Gems for Thought About 
the Bible 

Beginning on Friday, April 5, 
Secretary Stifler will be heard in his 
eighth season over the facilities of 
the American Broadcasting Com- 
pany and affiliated independent sta- 
tions from coast to coast. This year 
he will be heard twice each Friday 
for six months, the theme being 
‘Gems for Thought about the Bi- 
ble.” The first program will be 
heardvat 3:55.a4n. ES Te /:o50a mm, 
CST and 6:55 a.m. MST and PST. 
The second program will be heard 
atg-30'p. 1S b..9 2300p. Vis 
10:50 %p.me EST vand 11:30 p.m. 
EST. Because some of the programs 
are given by transcription, listeners 
are advised to consult their news- 
papers or local ABC stations. 

A leaflet announcing the topics 
for the series is available and will be 
sent in reasonable quantities to those 
requesting them. Address American 
Bible Society, Radio Department, 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, 
Ne Y. 

* Ox 


Keep on Reading 


Do not miss the announcement 
on the back cover of this issue of the 
Bible Society Record. It might be mis- 
taken for an advertisement. (The 
Record does not carry advertise- 
ments.) The back cover is designed 
to facilitate the reader’s desire to 
share in the imperative necessity of 
getting the Bible into the hands of 
those with whom we are seeking to 
build a lasting peace. Read it and 
act! There is no better use to which 
money contributed for good causes 
in 1946 can be put. 


* Ok 


Congratulations to Rev. Paul 
Penzotti, who has completed twenty- 
five years as Secretary of the La 
Plata Agency, covering Argentina, 
Uruguay and Paraguay, during 


which time there has been circu- 
lated by this Agency a total of 
3,322,852 Bibles, Testaments and 
Portions. 


February Meeting of 
the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Man- 
agers of the American Bible Society 
in its one hundred and thirtieth 
year was held at the Bible House, 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, on 
Thursday, February 7, 1946, at 
3:30 p.m., President Daniel Burke, 
LL.D., in the*chair. 

Devotional exercises were con- 
ducted by Mr. John Binns. 

Rev. J. Chapman Bradley, D.D. 
was appointed Secretary for Pro- 
motion of Bible Use. 

The translation of St. Mark in 
Maya was authorized to be pub- 
lished as a tentative edition. 

The publication of the Society’s 
Concordance in Braille for the Blind 
was authorized. 

A grant of 4,500 Bibles and 4,000 
New Testaments to the American 
Sunday School Union on the Sale 
and Distribution Plan was author- 
ized. 

The death of Dr. F. W. MacCal- 
lum, translator of the Revised Turk- 
ish Bible, was reported. 

The acceptance of the Reverend 
Peter A. Voth as Secretary of the 
Thailand Agency was received. 

Word has been received of the 
safe arrival of Dr. and Mrs. North 
and Dr. Temple in Rio de Janeiro 
and the Board requested that best 
wishes be sent to the Rio Confer- 
ence, which began on February 5. 

The meeting was adjourned. 


To EDITORS: The Bible Society | 


Record invites reprinting of its arti- 


cles in whole or in part. Its contents 
are not copyrighted. 
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It Happened Last Easter 


The president of one of the leading banks of Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. made a practice of supplying a pocket Testa- 
ment to each of his employees entering the services. One 
young man stopped in the bank after his return. He had 
served in the air forces as a pilot. ““Perhaps,” said he to 
the president of the bank, “‘you would like to hear 
something about that little book you gave me when I 
left for my training.” - 

Then he told about Easter 1945. He was piloting a 
big plane with a number of passengers over the Pacific 
Ocean. There was a newspaper correspondent on board, 
and because it was Easter Sunday the correspondent 
thought there should be an Easter service. He asked 
each passenger if he had a Bible or a Testament, but 
none had one. He then approached the crew, and the 
pilot produced his little pocket Testament and handed 
it to the correspondent, who conducted the service. 


What One of 2,000 Testaments Did 


By CuHapLaAiIn THEODORE W. MIKOLON 


While at the Army chapel at Kweiyang one Saturday 
afternoon, as we were getting ready for our Sunday 
Service, a young Chinese man about 25 years old 
stopped by to speak with us about the possibility of get- 
ting some English books. When we asked him if he were 
a Christian, he said that he was not. After talking with 
him a while, my assistant brought him a New Testa- 
ment and inscribed John 3:16 on a front flyleaf. 

We did not see Mr. Tu for three or four weeks, when 
one day he suddenly presented himself to me and said 
that he would like to become a Christian. He had 
studied his New Testament thoroughly and was al- 
ready very familiar with its contents. Not having an 
organization in which we could give Mr. Tu a church 
home, we introduced him to the Chinese pastor of the 
local Christian Congregation, where we learned he was 
attending class for baptism and membership. This was 
the fruit of only one of almost 2,000 New Testaments in 
the English language which were made available to the 
Chinese who were able to read and understand English 
in Kweichow and Hunan. The promise of the Lord 
that His Word will not return unto Him void continues 
to be fulfilled. 

Through Chinese Christians individually and through 
’ Chinese churches we were able to get Scriptures into the 
interior of China over a very large area. We are still 
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awaiting the arrival of a shipment of Chinese ‘lesta- 


ments and Scripture Portions from the Bible House in 
New York. 


More Welcome than Bread 


Chaplain Charles $. Sowder writes from his 
post with the occupation forces somewhere in 
Europe. 


“Thank you for the fine Russian Testaments and 
Scripture portions. I received them in excellent shape. 
There were 400 New Testaments with Psalms, and 800 
Gospels. 

“IT turned them over to the Rev. Adolph Klaupicks, a 
Latvian Baptist pastor, and former classmate of mine 
in the States. He was born in Russia and speaks the 
language fluently. On the 9th of December, he and the 
chaplains of the 71st Division had a large service for the 
Russians and Ukrainians in this area. It was a grand 
experience. ‘There were several thousand there, and the 
Testaments and Gospels were greatly treasured. They 
told me that they were more welcome than bread, 
which is saying a great deal at this time. 

“These people find great comfort in the Bible, and are 
responding in large numbers to the work of the pastors 
who serve among them. While the generous supply you 
sent me was greatly appreciated, it was only a drop in 
the bucket as far as filling the demand is concerned.” 


American Bible Society Directory 


(Presented in more complete form on this page in every other issue) 


President, Daniel Burke; Secretaries; E. M. North, F. W. Cropp, F. H. Mann, 
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Tue Emperor of Japan has renounced his 
claim to divinity. Will the Christian God 
replace him? Will these Japanese children 
and millions of others like them find Christ 
and His way? Or will they fall prey to some 
false religion which may lead them astray 
again, to become a menace to world peace? 


The answer is largely in the hands of 
Christian Americans. Today these young- 
sters are a clean white page upon which 
the name of Jesus Christ can be enduringly 
inscribed. The first essential task is to get 
to them the story of Jesus in their own 
language as it 1s written in the Gospels. 


A New and better way for Japan? 
THE BIBLE POINTS TOWARD IT 


Japanese Christian leaders have asked 
for immediate shipment of 100,000 Bibles 
and 2,500,000 Testaments. Our military 
authorities have assured the necessary 
transportation facilities. One million Testa- 
ments are already ordered and in process 
of production. All that is lacking is the 
funds. 


We must not lose this great God-given 


opportunity to win a whole nation for 
Christ. 


How many Bibles at $1 each, and Testa- 
ments at 20 cents each, will you give? 


Please mail this coupon today! 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


1 gladly enclose $ 


Seecesee SSS SSSR ES esas esn esses 


Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, New York QOe Nie 


a to send the Scriptures to Japan. 
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